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The Caribbean
The Caribbean is second only to Sub-Saharan Africa in the percentage of the population living
with HIV/AIDS. Today’s HIV/AIDS factsheet discusses the transmission, prevention, care, and
treatment of HIV/AIDS in the Caribbean.
The State of the Epidemic in the
Caribbean

Intravenous drug use plays a small role in spreading
HIV/AIDS in the region overall, but is a leading cause
of the spread of HIV in Bermuda and Puerto Rico.

The Caribbean has an estimated adult prevalence rate
Haiti
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living with HIV/AIDS in the Caribbean and there
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up from 37% in 2001. Young women in the region
are particularly vulnerable to infection, with infection Prevention, Care and
rates two to six times higher than those of young men.

Transmission of HIV/AIDS in the
Caribbean
Heterosexual sex is the primary mode of HIV transmission in the Caribbean, with unprotected sex with
commercial sex workers playing a significant role of
the spread of the infection. In Guyana, the HIV prevalence of HIV prevalence among female sex workers is
31%.
The spread of the epidemic is exacerbated by the stigmatization of homosexuality in much of the Caribbean
region. A 2005 study found that men who have sex
with men account for an estimated 12% of reported
HIV infections in the Caribbean.

Treatment

Several countries in this region are showing signs of
success in slowing the epidemic to a stable prevalence
and new infection rate between 2001 and 2007. National responses to HIV/AIDS have been developed
by most of the countries in the region, and there are
indications of reduced risk behavior in Haiti.
However, access to prevention services and to treatment remain challenges in the Caribbean. A joint
WHO, UNAIDS, UNICEF progress report in April
2007 indicated that there were gaps in the availability
of prevention services within the region. Similarly,
outside of Cuba, Barbados, and Suriname, access to
treatment is low.
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